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Louis XIV (who had succeeded Louis XIII in 1643), had
been brought up as the futuie Queen of Fiance, She was
lively, beautiful, clever, highly accomplished, full of Fiench
cspi&glerie, brilliant in conversation, fond of riding and hunt-
ing, detested all gravity and melancholy, and was, in shoit,
the exact opposite of Cosimo in every particular To crown
all, she was deeply in love with the young Prince Chailos of ^
Lorraine,83 to whom, when the plan of her mailing Louis
XIV fell through, she had hoped to be marned Hei mother,
the widowed Duchess of Orleans, wished it, and was opposed
to her daughter being given to Prince Cosimo of Tuscany;
but her children were left by Duke Gaston under th? King's
charge, the schemes of Cardinal Mazarin brought the KingV
authority to bear,84 and the unhappy girl was given hoi choice
of this marriage or a convent. After being mamed by proxy
in the chapel of the Louvre in April 1661, ?he tiaxvUed to
Marseilles, where she was met by Prince Mnitias and escorted
by him to Leghorn and thence to Florence, the whole journey
from Leghorn to Florence being made a brilliant pa^ermt, all
that wealth and taste could devise being employed to give
it splendour. But Marguerite Louise had left her heart behind
her in France, and hated all things Italian. She was received
at Florence with great festivities, the Palace was tinned into
a scene of enchantment, and every device was put forth to
give her pleasure, but under the circumstances this was im-
possible, her broken heart, and the natural disgust which she
felt for the monk-like and unattiactive Cosimo, prevented her
taking pleasure in anything; despair and a settled melancholy
seized upon her, and every proposal for her entertainment
was met only by bitter sarcasm. Shortly after the marriage
Prince Charles of Lorraine paid a visit to Florence, which
made matters worse, and after his departure Marguerite
Louise no longer made any attempt to conceal her detestation -
of her position, of Florence, of the Tuscan court, and of
everything in Italy. She refused to learn the Italian language,
and sent urgent prayers to the King of France to be allowed